
Meet the Romona Staff  
2016-2017 

 
 

Cindy Anderson 
Principal 

 
Mrs. Anderson is in her second year as the principal at Romona Elementary School.  She has worked in District 
39 for fourteen years and has been in education for a total of sixteen years.  Before she came to Romona, she 
taught for twelve years and spent three years as the Sixth Grade Level Administrator at Highcrest.  Mrs. 
Anderson earned her BS in Elementary Education from the University of Michigan, her Masters from 
Northwestern, her National Board Certification in math, and her administrative certificate from 
DePaul.  Although she has attended a lot of schools, she is a huge Michigan fan. 

Mrs. Anderson has two beautiful children at home with her husband, Jason.  Owen is eight and going into third 
grade and Lyla is four and in preschool.  In her free time, Mrs. Anderson loves building legos with her kids, 
cheering on Michigan football, and reading her favorite books, the Harry Potter series. 
 
                                                         

Jon Valentino 
Assistant Principal 

 
Mr. Jon Valentino is truly grateful for the opportunity to assume the role as Assistant Principal at Romona 
Elementary School, and he is very excited to work in this outstanding community comprised of all the 
wonderful students, parents, and faculty members.  The 2016-2017 school year will be Jon’s ninth year in 
education. Collectively, he has worked as a District Coordinator in District 102 in Buffalo Grove, and he taught 
eighth grade Language Arts and Social Studies at both District 35 in Glencoe and in District 204 in Naperville. 
Jon also taught sixth grade for one year in St. Thomas U.S.V.I at Antilles School in the Caribbean.  Mr. 
Valentino earned his Bachelor’s Degree in Elementary Education at Northern Illinois University and his 
Master’s Degree in Educational Leadership at National Louis University. 

Jon and his wife Kelly welcomed their son Cameron to our world just last year in November 2015.  They are 
also the proud parents of two loving dogs: Bella (Newfoundland) and Walle (Beagle).  In Jon’s free time he 
loves cooking, reading, and enjoying as much time as possible with family and friends. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



KINDERGARTEN TEACHERS 
 

 
Ellie Strelitz 

 
Mrs. Strelitz has been teaching for seventeen years. This will be Mrs. Strelitz's fourteenth year teaching at 
Romona School. Mrs. Strelitz attended Indiana University where she received her Bachelor's in Elementary 
Education with a Reading Education minor. She has a Master's in Early Childhood Education. Mrs. Strelitz 
loves to hang with her husband and her 9 yr old daughter, Lilly. She also enjoys reality TV, eating sushi and 
going through the Starbucks drive-thru. She also loves taking pictures of her favorite people! Mrs. Strelitz's 
loves to read books by Mo Willems and her favorite movie is Cinderella.  
 

Stacy Levine 
 

I am excited to be joining the Romona team as an afternoon kindergarten teacher this upcoming school year.  I 
will also be teaching kindergarten in the morning at Harper.  Most recently, I taught at the pre-kindergarten 
level for four years at JRC's Early Childhood Center in south Evanston, where my own children, Aidan (9) and 
Farrah (6) previously attended.  I earned my bachelor of science in elementary education at the University of 
Kansas and shortly after, pursued a master of arts in teaching in early childhood education.  At the same time, I 
taught fifth grade in a suburban public school district in St. Louis, where I grew up. In 2003, I got married and 
moved to the Chicago area, where my husband is from.  I taught fourth grade for four years before becoming a 
mommy, and then began working for Northwestern University’s Saturday Enrichment Program through the 
Center for Talent Development. I am thrilled to be working at Romona this year and look forward to meeting all 
of you! 

 
Ann Norton 

 
Mrs. Norton has been teaching for 21 years and this will be her 16th year in Wilmette Public Schools. She is 
transferring to us from Central, where she was a Reading Specialist for 14 years and then went back to the 
classroom teaching Kindergarten last year. Kindergarten is where she began her career and she’s thrilled to be 
back! Mrs. Norton attended Albion College in Michigan, where she received her bachelor’s degree in English 
and Elementary Education. After teaching Kindergarten in an inner city school and teaching a K-2 classroom 
abroad in Africa, she received her Masters in Education from DePaul University in Reading and Learning 
Disabilities. While Mrs. Norton isn’t teaching, she loves to spend time with her three children and husband, and 
bike, swim, run and yoga. She also enjoys participating in a book club with her friends. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 



FIRST GRADE TEACHERS 
 
 

Susan Imburgia 

Mrs. Imburgia first came to Central School in Wilmette in 1990 and traveled across town to Romona in 2009. 
She has taught kindergarten, first grade, and fifth grade in the district. Once upon a time she taught first grade in 
Arizona and Mokena, Illinois, but that was a LONG time ago. 

Mrs. Imburgia likes to read and walk a lot. She loves to read anything by Kevin Henkes, Robert Munsch, and 
Richard Peck. Lilly's Purple Plastic Purse might just be her favorite book. Her own children are too big to listen 
to these stories anymore, which is why she loves to share them with her students. They always love them, too.  

 
Jennifer Miller 

 
Mrs. Miller is thrilled to teach first grade this year. This will be her 18th year teaching and her 5th year at 
Romona. She previously taught in Atlanta, Georgia; Schaumburg, Illinois; and San Francisco, California before 
coming to Wilmette. She earned a Bachelor’s degree in Elementary Education from Eastern Illinois University 
and a Master’s degree in Curriculum and Instruction from Concordia University. 

Mrs. Miller lives in Lakeview with her family. She enjoys hiking, running, and skiing. She had a busy summer 
visiting friends and family in Delaware, Colorado, and Wisconsin. 

 
 

Juliana (Sainati) Cremieux 
 

Juliana Sainati grew up in Glenview, IL and attended Glenbrook South High School. She graduated from 
Illinois Wesleyan University with a B.A. in Child and Family Studies. After graduation, Juliana worked at Kohl 
Children's Museum while she pursued her M.Ed in Elementary Education from DePaul University. This will be 
Juliana's third year as a first grade teacher at Romona Elementary School. Juliana enjoys trips to Maine for 
fishing, canoeing, & camping, spending time with family & friends, traveling new places, cooking & baking, 
photography, and reading. 

Jenny Seed 

Mrs. Seed has been teaching for seventeen years. Most of those years have been in first grade. She earned her 
B.S. in Elementary Education at Illinois State University and her M.Ed. in Language and Literacy at National-
Louis University. She earned her National Board teacher certification in 2008. Mrs. Seed has two daughters, 
Alexis who is 11 and Madison who is 7. In addition to spending time with her girls, she enjoys reading, 
traveling, and going fishing with her husband.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SECOND GRADE TEACHERS 
 

Debbie Greer 

Debbie Greer has been teaching in WPS 39 since 2000.  She started as a 6th grade technology teacher at 
Highcrest and was excited to join Romona as a 4th grade teacher in 2001.  Since then she has taught 2nd and 
4th grade.  Second grade is her favorite!  Debbie studied Elementary Education at Indiana University, with 
endorsements in French and Technology.  She received her Masters in Language Arts from Northeastern 
Illinois.  

Debbie loves spending her free time with her family, especially her daughters Caitlin (almost 8) and Madelyn 
(5).  They enjoy swimming, bike riding, and hunting for shells at the ocean.  Debbie loves to travel and is 
hoping to start adding stamps to the passport again soon! 

 

Valerie Johnson 

This is Mrs. Johnsonʼs fourteenth year at Romona. She taught in Mundelein for four years previously. Mrs. 
Johnson received her undergraduate degree from Elmhurst College and her graduate degree from National-
Louis University. Mrs. Johnson enjoys camping with her family and mountain biking. She has four children, 
ages 10, 7, 2 and 1. This summer she enjoyed spending time at the pool and vacationing in Wisconsin with her 
husband and children. 

 
Sandy Karwowski 

 
I am so happy to be teaching at Romona School. I have my Bachelor’s Degree in Elementary Education from 
Illinois State University, and my Master's Degree in Teaching and Leadership from St. Xavier University. I absolutely 
love Romona School and teaching kids! I can't imagine doing anything else as a career. This will be my 10th year 
teaching 2nd grade here at Romona. I previously taught 4th grade for 9 years at a different district. My favorite subjects 
to teach are reading and social studies. I love history and creating fun ways to teach kids to love it, too! I run the 
Romona Student Advisory Council, I am part of the Romona PTA, and I am a trustee on the District 39 
Education Foundation.  

My husband, Tad and I have two amazing children. Our daughter, Cassidy, is 20 and is a junior in college. She loves 
graphic design, photography and art. Our son, Cameron, is 16 and is a junior in high school. He is an avid 
skateboarder and does some crazy tricks! We also have 2 pets at home. We have an adorable, sweet one-eyed dog 
named Max, who is a Shih Tzu, and we have a rather large, but cute turtle named Taco. 

I love to read. It is my favorite way to spend my free time. I am an enormous Nora Roberts fan and have read all 
of her books. My favorite children's book is The Giver by Lois Lowry. My favorite kind of day is sitting on my porch 
swing, with a cup of coffee, and reading a book while my dog is curled up next to me! I enjoy doing activities with my 
kids like going to movies, concerts, restaurants, and vacations, and we love to play games.  

In my classroom, I always tell my students that our class is a family. I expect all of the kids in my class to treat 
each other with respect, to be helpful towards each other and to always be kind. My class motto is "Think before you 
speak and think before you act!" because what you do and say can hurt or can help another person. I believe strongly in 
Romona R.O.C.K.S. I work all year to teach and encourage the kids to be respectful, original, courageous, kind and 
sincere! I am excited to see what the new school year will bring! 



 
Carrie Stefano 

 
This is Mrs. Stefano's thirteenth year at Romona and her fifteenth year of teaching.  Mrs. Stefano has taught 
fourth grade for ten years and this will be her fifth year of teaching second grade.  Mrs. Stefano received her 
B.B.A. in Business Administration at the University of Michigan, where she also received a Master 
of Accounting. Mrs. Stefano completed her Master of Science in Education at Northwestern University.  In 
addition, she previously worked as an accountant and taught financial and managerial accounting classes at the 
University of Michigan. Mrs. Stefano has also worked with graduate students at Northwestern University as a 
coach for their masters' projects. She loves spending time outdoors, visiting family in Michigan, and playing 
games.   Finally, Mrs. Stefano loves to spend time with her husband and two children. 
 
 

Emily Vaughn 
 
This is Mrs. Vaughnʼs 13th year teaching at Romona School. She has spent her summer hanging out with her 
husband and son at the pool and beach and is expecting her second child this winter. Mrs. Vaughn received her B.S. 
from Miami University in Oxford, Ohio and her M.A. from DePaul University. Ms. Vaughn was born on 7-7-77 

 Mrs. Vaughn enjoys tennis, reading and TIVO-ing her favorite TV shows. Her favorite children's books are by 
Robert Munsch and her favorite movies are Overboard and The Devil wears Prada.  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



THIRD GRADE TEACHERS 
 

Debbie Honigberg  

Mrs. Honigberg has been teaching for twenty-five years. This is her eighteenth year at Romona as a third grade 
teacher, although she also attended Romona as a student. Mrs. Honigberg has an undergraduate degree in the 
Philosophy of Interdisciplinary Studies from Miami University. She received her J.D. from University of 
Cincinnati College of Law and her Masters of Arts in Teaching from National-Louis University. 

 Mrs. Honigberg is an avid reader of funny poetry and mystery novels. She spends her summers tutoring and walking all 
over Evanston with her dog, Theo. She is very excited to be teaching another wonderful group of third graders. 

 
Jane Levine 

 
Mrs. Levine has been teaching for over twenty years. This is her 14th year at Romona. She received her B.S. in 
English from St. Louis University in Missouri. Her two masters degrees; one in teaching and one in written 
communication, are both from National Louis University. She is also a certified learning behavior specialist. Mrs. 
Levine enjoys relaxing with family and friends, reading, writing, and nature. She and her husband have four grown 
children, three grandchildren & another one on the way!  They also have four dogs and two cats! 

 
Karen Pampush 

 
Karen Pampush is very excited to begin the new school year and meet her new third grade students. She has 
taught in Mentor, Ohio and Chicago before coming to Wilmette. This is her 10th year teaching at Romona. She 
earned a Bachelor's degree from the University of Cincinnati in Sociology, a Master's degree from Cleveland State 
University in Education, and is a National Board Certified teacher. 

She lives in the city, by the Shedd Aquarium and loves to walk and ride her bike on Lake Shore Drive's bike 
path. Ms. Pampush enjoyed her summer by exploring the city and visiting family.   

 
Katherine Porter 

 
Ms. Porter is excited to be starting her fourth year as a third grade teacher at Romona! She has a Master’s in 
Education from Northwestern University and received a Bachelor’s of Business Administration from Indiana 
University. She lives in Chicago with her husband, daughter Madison, and baby Connor. In her free time she 
enjoys running, cooking, rooting for the Blackhawks, and spending time with her family. 

 
 

Evie Tiotis 
 

Ms. Tiotis has been teaching for twenty-one years. This is her 18th year at Romona School. She received her 
B.A. in Education with an endorsement in History from the University of Illinois. Ms. Tiotis received her MA 
in Special Education from Northeastern Illinois University. She has taught special education, fourth grade and 
third grade.  

Ms. Tiotis' hobbies are hiking, playing volleyball, baking and fishing.  She also enjoys spending time with her 
family and friends. Her favorite book is Angela's Ashes by Frank McCourt. Ms. Tiotis' favorite movies 
are Cheaper by the Dozen and Million-Dollar Baby.  



FOURTH GRADE TEACHERS 
Heather Cartwright 

This is Mrs. Cartwrightʼs eighth year at Romona and her thirteenth year of teaching. She received a B.A. in Spanish 
Literature and Communication Studies from the University of Kansas. She completed her Master of Science in 
Education at Pittsburg State University while participating in the Kansas City Teaching Fellows program. She 
achieved National Board Teacher Certification in 2012.  She taught first grade for nine years, was a reading 
intervention specialist for one year, and has taught fourth grade for two years. 

Mrs. Cartwright enjoys reading, traveling, cooking, gardening, camping, biking, and spending time with her friends and 
family. She has been married for eleven years.  She and her husband have two children and live in Glenview. 

 
 

Laura Meyer 
 

Ms. Meyer has been teaching for thirteen years. She is beginning her eleventh school year at Romona. She 
earned a Masterʼs degree in Learning and Instruction at the University of Missouri-Columbia. In her free time, 
Ms. Meyer enjoys dancing, listening to music and traveling.  In fact, she spent a month backpacking throughout 
Europe a few years ago.  Her favorite books are the Harry Potter series.  Ms. Meyer often spends time in St. Louis 
visiting her family. She has seven nieces and nephews who keep her very busy. Since starting at Romona, she has spent 
the majority of the time teaching 2nd grade.  She is looking forward to her second year in 4th grade! 

 
Jamie Parker 

This is Jamie’s first year working in D39.  Jamie earned her bachelor’s degree, in Elementary Education, with a 
focus in Social Studies and Mathematics from Eastern Michigan University in 2008.  She also earned her 
master’s degree in Educational Media and Technology from Eastern Michigan University in 2013.  For the last 
7 years, she has been teaching in Michigan!  During those 7 years, Jamie has taught 1st, 3rd, 4th, 6th, 7th, & 8th 
grade. She is very passionate about working with children and is very excited to meet and work with the 
families, students, and staff at Romona.  In July, Jamie got married and moved to Illinois! She and her husband 
love Michigan sports, movies, traveling, CrossFit, and spending time with their three fur-babies!  

 

Sarah Pemberton 

This is Ms. Pemberton’s second year as a 4th grade teacher at Romona, though she was also previously a 
Romona student! Following her graduation from New Trier, she earned her B.S. in Elementary Education and 
French Language Studies from Indiana State University in 2013. Ms. Pemberton taught 3rd grade in Indiana 
before moving to France for a year to teach English in the public schools. Now, she is thrilled to be back at 
Romona and loves being a 4th grade teacher!  
 
Ms. Pemberton loves to travel and recently visited Ireland and France. She is teaching herself how to cook, 
enjoys bike riding along the lake, and is a photography enthusiast. She has two younger brothers and her parents 
still live in Wilmette, though Ms. Pemberton recently moved to Chicago with her two cats, Sylvie and Simon.  

 
Gabrielle Young 

 
Miss Young is greatly looking forward to all of the adventures that fourth grade has in store this year.  This is 
Miss Young’s fifth year as a teacher and her fourth year at Romona.  She received her Bachelor’s degree in 



Elementary Education from DePaul University and her Master’s degree in Reading Education from Concordia 
University. This Summer Miss Young was a bridesmaid in Mrs. Brady’s (formerly Miss Thelander’s) wedding, 
spent time with her friends exploring the city, and moved to a new apartment. She loves to try new restaurants, 
to walk by the lake, to go to concerts, and to spend time with her friends and family.  She is so excited to meet 
her new fourth graders! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SPECIAL TEACHERS 
Emile Stevenson 

 Art Teacher 

Mrs. Stevenson will be teaching art for her sixth year at Romona!  This will be her ninth year teaching.  She 
studied Studio Art and Education at St. Olaf College in Northfield MN and is currently working towards 
Master's Degree in Art Education.   She also studied art and artists in context in both New York and Italy.  This 
summer Mr. and Mrs. Stevenson enjoyed celebrating the second birthday of their daughter Abigail and traveling 
to Maine and Wisconsin. Mrs. Stevenson loves to spend her summers taking art classes, traveling, and going to 
the beach.  She is looking forward to reconnecting with old and new students in the fall and getting to learn and 
create with them in the art room! 
 

 
Alicia Wiechert 

Library Media Center Teacher 

This is Mrs. Wiechertʼs 6th year at Romona and her 10th year teaching. She received a B.A. in 
Elementary Education from Saint Louis University. She completed a Master of Education in 
Curriculum and Instruction and a Master of Science in Library and Information Science at the 
University of Illinois. Mrs. Wiechert has a reading endorsement and was previously an elementary and 
middle school classroom teacher. 

 
Tina Honorė 

 Music Teacher 
 

Mrs. Honoré has been teaching for 27 years. This is her 23rd year at Romona School. Mrs. Honoré received her 
B.M.E. from Westminster Choir College. She has a M.M.E. from Roosevelt University-Chicago College of Music 
and has completed Orff levels 1-3 and Kodaly Levels 1-3 from the University of St. Thomas. 

 Mrs. Honoré grew up in Alaska. She enjoys gardening and going to the movies. She also plays in the hand bell 
choir at her church.  

 
 

Joe Ryback 
 Adaptive PE Teacher 

 
Mr. Ryback has been teaching for 14 years. This is his tenth year at Romona.  He has a BS in Education from 
Northern Illinois University and a masters in Adapted Physical Education from Northern Illinois University. He 
also has a masters in Educational Administration from Concordia University. Mr. Ryback enjoys reading 
anything related to history. His favorite movie is "Clear and Present Danger". His hobbies are scuba diving and 
flying, riding his motor cycle, working with his hands, anything mechanical and carpentry! 

 
 

Bill Schaaf 
PE Teacher 

 
This is Mr. Schaaf's 12th year in District 39.  He taught at McKenzie for three years and will now be starting his 
9th year at Romona.  Time flies! Mr. Schaaf started his college career at Parkland College in 
Champaign Illinois. He was a pitcher and third baseman for their baseball team. Mr. Schaaf finished his college 



career at Indiana University receiving a B.S. in Kinesiology with a K- 12 P.E. endorsement and a Health and 
Safety Minor.  He went on to complete his Master’s Degree in School Leadership from Concordia University 
Chicago in 2010. 

Mr. Schaaf absolutely loves spending time with his wife and two daughters, they keep him really busy.  He is 
amazed to watch them grow, learn, and become little people right in front of him. 

Christopher Toy 
 PE Teacher 

 
Mr. Toy begins his 8th year of teaching in District 39 as the Physical Education teacher at WJHS and Romona 
Elementary School. He has taught PE at every school in District 39 except Central School. He earned his B.A. 
in Health and Physical Education from North Central College in Naperville Illinois. There he was involved in 
various on and off campus activities including the Student Athlete Advisory Committee (President), varsity 
baseball pitcher, pep band (trombone, tuba), orientation leader, chess club and many other activities.   

Mr. Toy enjoys playing baseball/softball, exercising, ultimate frisbee, pool, bags, ping pong and many others. 
Some interesting facts about Mr. Toy is that he has traveled to over 12 different countries equating to 4 different 
continents, played the Tuba and Bass Trombone for 10 years,  coaches freshman baseball at Highland Park HS, 
and coaches 8th grade girls basketball at WJHS. This summer he worked on his new house and went on many 
different adventures. One in particular was the Rome Trip with the 8th graders @ WJHS. 

Mr. Toy is very tall, dark, and handsome and you won't be able to miss him as he's walking through the halls or 
is teaching outside with his classes.  

 
Christina Rosario 

Teacher – Technology 
 

Ms. Rosario has been teaching for sixteen years. This is her tenth year at Romona. She earned a B.A. Hons 
degree in Linguistics and Phonetics at the University of Leeds, England and her Master of Science in Education 
and Technology at the University of Leeds, England and the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign.  

Ms. Rosario grew up in England and taught 3rd and 4th grade at a school in London. She participated in The 
Fulbright Teacher Exchange Program and moved to Chicago in 1997. Previously, she was a Webmaster for the 
City Colleges of Chicago. Ms. Rosario enjoys running, playing tennis and spending time with her family and 
two children Astrid and Anthony.  

 
June Alvarado 

Spanish Teacher 
 

Mrs. Alvarado has been teaching Spanish for 12 years.  This is her second year teaching in Wilmette.  She 
earned her undergraduate degree in Spanish at the University of Illinois at Chicago and her Master's degree in 
Education at Concordia University. 
 
Mrs. Alvarado enjoys traveling, dancing, hiking, kayaking, staying fit, and spending time with her 2 children 
and husband.   

 
 
 



Tiffany Bennett 
 Spanish Teacher 

Ms. Bennett has been teaching for thirteen years. This is her 11th year at Romona. She earned an undergraduate 
degree in Spanish at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and a Master's in Education at DePaul 
University. 

Ms. Bennett enjoys karaoke, reading, hiking and dancing. She also enjoys spending time with her husband and 
her two children, Callie and Joey. She is an experienced traveler, having spent time in 12 countries. 
Specifically, her travels include Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Spain, Portugal, France, Greece, England, Ireland, 
Canada, Italy, Mexico, and Tortola, B.V.  

 
Monica Brown 

 Spanish Teacher 
 

Mrs. Brown is beginning her seventeenth year in education this fall, and her ninth teaching in Wilmette. Mrs. 
Brown earned her undergraduate degree from Loyola University and a Master's degree in Education from 
National Louis University. In her free time Mrs. Brown enjoys spending time with her husband and 
three children riding bikes, playing sports, and board games. She also loves to travel, read, and do puzzles. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SUPPORT STAFF 
 
 

Ellen Brown 
Paraprofessional 

 
This is my 10th year in District 39.  I have three children who attended Romona so I have really been involved 
here for many years.  In my free time, I like to garden, spend time with my family and my yellow labrador 
retriever, Hank! 
 

Michael Domenick 
Paraprofessional 

 
This is my second year as a paraprofessional at Romona.  I graduated from North Park University with a degree 
in PE and played collegiate baseball there as well.  I grew up in Wilmette and went to all the schools in District 
39.  I love this community and the people in it! When I'm not working at Romona I am coaching baseball.  I am 
the head sophomore coach at Loyola Academy and a lead instructor at Illinois Baseball Academy.   

               
Susan (Domenick) Toussaint 

Paraprofessional 

This is my 4th year at Romona School. Before that I have subbed in the district for 3 years, having two long-
term positions at Highcrest as a PE teacher.  I graduated from North Park University, and have been a 
student of all the schools in District 39 and New Trier. When I am not working I enjoy spending time with my 
husband, Pierre, our son Julien, and our two dogs, Deja and Bleu.   

 
Margaret Dutkiewicz 

Paraprofessional 
 

This is Mrs. Dutkiewicz's sixth year at Romona School. She received her undergraduate degree in Mass 
Communications from the University of Illinois - Chicago and her Masters in Elementary Education from 
Northeastern Illinois University. Mrs. Dutkiewicz has been married for almost 25 years and has two children, 
Danny is 16 years old and Caroline is 11 years old. She and her family reside in Wilmette. In her spare time, 
Mrs. Dutkiewicz enjoys reading, photography, camping, and anything related to art (drawing, painting, computer 
design etc.). 
 

Marsha Eagan 
Paraprofessional 

 
This is Mrs. Eagen’s 8th year as a paraprofessional at Romona School. She attended college at the University of 
Wisconsin.  She and her husband have two children. Their daughter is now at the University of Illinois in 
Champaign and their son attends New Trier High School. They both play team sports and she is their biggest 
fan!  She loves to spend her free time jogging, cooking new things and doing yoga.  Her favorite book is To Kill 
a Mockingbird and her favorite movie is The Father of the Bride. 
 
 

Melanie Eckert 
Paraprofessional 

 
Melanie Eckert is starting her sixth year at Romona (five of them were as a student). She graduated from New 
Trier High School and The University of Texas. She spends most of her free time coaching varsity girls rowing 



at New Trier. She enjoys rowing, speedskating, sailing and snowboarding. She also enjoys traveling, especially 
to San Francisco to visit her brother. 

 
Linda Gluth 

Paraprofessional 
 

Prior to her her fifth year in the Wilmette EC program, Linda Gluth worked in retail management, office 
management and child care. During her free time Linda enjoys cooking, reading and improving her knowledge 
of sign language. 
 

Gail Gutierrez 
Paraprofessional 

 
Gail Gutierrez is starting her second year at Romona as a Paraprofessional.  She previously was employed as a 
caregiver staffer for seniors, but is now enjoying the transition working in early childhood.  Gail has been 
married 27 years and has two wonderful children, her son completing his senior year in college at Iowa and her 
daughter seeking to be a teacher,  but for now working at Harper as a paraprofessional. Gail loves living a 
healthy life style that includes exercise and organic food, but mostly enjoys hanging out with her family and 
their twelve year old golden retriever Taffy! 

 
Neilly Hallerman 
Paraprofessional 

 
Mrs. Hallermann began working as a Paraprofessional last winter at Romona and assisted students in Ms. 
Miller's First Grade class.  This year she is so excited to be working in Kindergarten.  Mrs. Hallermann 
graduated from University of Missouri many years ago with a degree in psychology.  She worked for a few 
years as a corporate software trainer before having children.  Before coming to Romona, Mrs. Hallermann 
focused on raising her three boys, Andrew (17), Wilson (13) and Evan (10) and volunteering.  She has 
volunteered extensively on the Winnetka District 36 PTO, Winnetka Public Schools Foundation and with Boys 
Hope Girls Hope.  She has also taught Sunday School for the last ten years.  Mrs. Hallermann loves teaching 
and working with children. 
 
When Mrs.Hallermann is not busy with her boys or volunteering, she loves to practice yoga, walk, cook and 
read.  She is currently training to run her first ever Chicago Marathon in October to help raise money for 
MDA!  Some of Mrs. Hallermann's all time favorite children's books are Matilda, Charlotte's Web, Pirates Don't 
Change Diapers, and The Velveteen Rabbit.   She is so excited for a terrific year at Romona School! 

 
Michelle Hammond 

Paraprofessional 
 

Michelle Hammond is starting her sixteenth year all of them at Romona. Married for twenty-eight years and has 
raised three young men.  She enjoys reading, listening to books, movies, and gardening. She treasures the time 
she spends with her family. 

Bonnie Hawkinson 
Paraprofessional 

 
In the years following college I worked for an organization which planned international tours for collegiate 
athletes, and worked in college admissions.  When my husband and I had our three daughters I stayed home 
with them during their growing up years.  In 2009 I started substitute teaching in District 39, usually at Romona 
School which I grew to really love!  Since  2013 I have been a full time paraprofessional here at Romona, 
working in first grade, third grade, and the comprehensive needs room. 



My two older daughters are students at North Park University in Chicago, and my youngest will be a junior at 
New Trier High School this fall (2016).  My husband is a pastor at Winnetka Covenant Church closeby, and is a 
gifted writer as well as a gigantic sports enthusiast.  My family is very dear to me, and my happiest and best 
times are spent with them.  We all LOVE music, sports, throwing a baseball around the yard, and reading.  I am 
an avid reader, especially loving Jane Austen, Charles Dickens, Kate Morton, and many historical fiction 
authors.  My very favorite childrens' books are The Book of Beasts by E. Nesbit and The Fiddler of the 
Northern Lights by Natalie Kinsey-Warnock.  Even now if I were to pull out those books and start reading 
aloud, all three of my girls (16, 18, and 20) would gather around and listen joyfully!   

 
Marianne Kanaley 
 Paraprofessisonal 

 
Mrs. Kanaley is starting her eighth year as a Kindergarten Aide at Romona School. She graduated from Regina 
Dominican High School (right next door) and Loyola University of Chicago. She loves spending her free time 
traveling with her husband and four children. They especially love to spend time in Lake Geneva over the summer, 
with friends and family. Her favorite books/movies are the "Harry Potter Series" because they are something the 
entire family can enjoy together. 
 

Carla Krolopp 
Computer Support Technician 

 
Mrs. Krolopp enjoys everything related to technology, which is why she is the Computer Support Technician at 
Romona. This will be her 5th year working in the Wilmette schools. Before coming to Romona, she worked 
with the 5th and 6th grade students and teachers at Highcrest Middle School. She has a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Finance and a Master’s Degree in Computer Science. In addition to her experience in schools, she has many 
years of experience as a computer programmer with a wide variety of technologies, so feel free to come to her 
with your tech questions. If she doesn’t know the answer immediately, she likes to investigate it and figure out 
the answer! 
 
When she isn’t doing tech-related activities, Mrs. Krolopp likes to exercise, practice yoga, volunteer, dig around 
in her garden and spend time with her family and friends. 

 
 

Mary Rita Kropp 
Building Paraprofessional 

 
Ms. Kropp first came to Romona in 2005 as a parent when her youngest child entered the Early Childhood 
program. She liked it so much her family moved into the Romona district, and all three of her children came for 
elementary school. Now her kids are in high school and college, and she's still at Romona! Her favorite thing to 
do is DEAR (drop everything and read), especially at the beach, on vacation with family and friends. 

 
 

Eileen Mayer 
Paraprofessional 

 
I am happy to be starting my third year at Romona School as a paraprofessional in both 3rd and 4th grade.  I 
live in Glenview with my husband Sean, my two children, Caitlin, 14 years old and Dylan, 11 years old and our 
beloved beagle, Jack.  In my spare time, I enjoy running or walking through the woods near our home, going to 
the beach, attending my children's many sporting events and spending time with family and friends. I hold a 
master’s degree in elementary education from DePaul University.  This past summer, I was fortunate to 
experience the country of Spain. We spent several days in Barcelona and Cadaques, which are both rich in 
history, art and shear beauty.   I am looking forward to another great school year working with the great 



students and staff.  
 
 

Anna Markos 
Paraprofessional 

 
This is my third year working at Romona in the Connecting Kids Program.  I received my Bachelors degree in 
Psychology at Loyola University in Chicago, and continued my education at Roosevelt University, where I 
completed my Masters in Education.    

I live close by in Glenview with my husband and two young daughters, Nayia (9) and Demi (6).  My husband 
and I own a restaurant in Chicago that serves up lots of delicious foods.  In my free time, I enjoy reading, going 
to the movies, and spending time with my friends and family. However, what I really love most is being a mom 
to my 2 beautiful girls.  

Cindy Palmer 
Paraprofessional 

 
Mrs. Palmer is a lifelong resident of Wilmette who attended District 39. She has three children all who have 
attended district 39.   She graduated from National Louis University with a degree in elementary 
education.  This is her 8th year at District 39, she also subbed for District 39 schools for a few years before 
that.  In her free time, she likes running, volleyball, and hanging out with her kids.  She is looking forward 
to a great year! 

 
Peg Palmer 

Paraprofessional 
 
Mrs. Palmer is a lifelong resident of Wilmette who attended District 39. She has three children all who have 
attended district 39.   She graduated from National Louis University with a degree in elementary 
education.  This is her 8th year at District 39, she also subbed for District 39 schools for a few years before 
that.  In her free time, she likes running, volleyball, and hanging out with her kids.  She is looking forward to a 
great year! 

 
Cathy Peach 

Paraprofessional 
 

Ms. Peach has been working with special needs students for thirty years. She has been at Romona for twenty years. 
Ms. Peach received her Bachelor's Degree from Western Michigan University and has done graduate work at 
Northeastern Illinois University. 

Ms. Peach enjoys music, sports (Sox baseball and Blackhawk's Hockey) and Knitting. On vacation, she enjoys 
camping in the Upper Peninsula. Her favorite Book is The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck and her favorite movie 
is Network. 

 
Margot Peterson 
Paraprofessional 

 
I am thrilled to be returning to Romona this year. My husband, Doug, and I have four children, Dan, a senior at 
the University of Illinois in engineering physics, Maria, a sophomore at Tulane, major TBD, and Rose and Julia, 
seniors at New Trier, in the process of determining which colleges they will attend next year. We also share our 
home with Shadow, the wonder dog. 
 



Since all four of my children went to McKenzie, HMS, and WJHS, I have the good fortune of knowing many 
district 39 staff and am very appreciative of the warm welcome I received last year. My summers are spent in 
the north woods of Wisconsin out on the water, working concessions for a water ski team, the Chain Skimmers, 
that my kids are members of, and "unplugging" from it all. 
 
Family life still consumes most of my waking hours but when free time presents itself,  I fill it with dance 
classes, entertaining, piano, reading, embarrassing my kids and going to hear live music. 
 
I absolutely love engaging with K-4 students, they never cease to both amuse and amaze me. 

 
Jill Pinkerton 

Paraprofessional 
 

Mrs. Pinkerton is delighted to be back at Romona for her 11th year.  She resides in Wilmette with her husband 
and two children. Both of her kids are upperclassmen at New Trier.  In her free time, Mrs. Pinkerton enjoys 
taking her puppy on long walks, listening to her daughter play oboe, fishing with her son and reading her 
husband's novels. She enjoys traveling and photography, and visited Quebec and Niagra Falls this summer.  

 
Angie Venetos 

Paraprofessional 
 
Angie Venetos graduated from Loyola University Chicago in 2013 with honors (Magna Cum Laude) and 
started working as a long term 5th grade substitute in Morton Grove, District 67, for 2 months. She stayed 
teaching in Morton Grove, as the Literacy Specialist for the remainder of the year and then became the ELL 
aide the following year. Growing up in Lincolnwood, and knowing how highly regarded District 39 is, she 
couldn't help but decide to venture off into a new district! She worked with the First Grade at Romona last year 
and she looks forward to a successful school year with the amazing Romona students in 2016-2017!  
 
On a personal note, her true passion is teaching ELL. She absolutely loves any novels related to Star Wars, Lord 
of the Rings or Harry Potter! She was the Prom Queen of her high school in 2008, became a 200 Hour Certified 
Yoga Teacher Trainer in 2014 and enjoys Lou Malnati's pizza at least twice a month! She truly believes 
ROMONA ROCKS! 

 
Leslie Williams 
Paraprofessional 

 
This is Mrs. Williams eleventh year at Romona.  She was born and raised in Kentucky and moved to Wilmette 
in 1984.  Mrs Williams received her BA from Northeastern Illinois University.  She has two wonderful children, 
Tarah and George.  Mrs. Williams enjoys traveling, reading and working out.  She loves the Romona 
community and enjoys greeting the children and parents each morning when she is working as crossing guard. 

 
Maryann Roche 

School Nurse 
 

Mary Ann Roche is a registered nurse starting her fifth year as the school nurse at Romona School.  She 
graduated from Boston College with a Bachelors of Science in Nursing and has worked exclusively in pediatric 
settings.  In addition to working with kids, Mrs. Roche enjoys reading, volunteering and spending time with 
family and friends.  Her favorite book is Wonder by R. J. Placio, which is a great book to read with your older 
school aged children.         
 

 
 



Ellen Smith 
Secretary 

 
Ellen Smith has been working with the public all her life. She has seven siblings, which prepared her for 
anything and everything.  This is her ninth year at Romona.  Prior to accepting her position, she was a dental 
assistant in MN, a retail store manager on State Street in Chicago, and managed a low Income Tax Preparation 
site at Truman College.     
 Ellen enjoys spending time with her husband, Tim, and Daughter, Molly. She also has two stepsons, Bryan and 
Tim. They love to explore the city and try all sorts of different activities.  She is also a huge stamping fan and 
uses it as an outlet for her creative side.  Her favorite movie is The Lion King.  
 

Tami Zylka 
Secretary 

 
Tami Zylka started at Romona in February and has enjoyed her time here – especially the five weeks off in the 
summer.  My husband and I joke about our newest term, volun-told, like volunteering but your spouse telling – 
I mean asking - you to pitch in. It’s our way of life! I am very involved with Great Lakes Adaptive Sports and 
an organization called Greenhouse Scholars. In additional to volunteering I enjoy reading, running, biking, 
hiking, pickleball, or anything else that takes me outside! I will be moving to Vermont in October and am 
looking forward to fall hiking.   
 

Ana Rojas 
Head Cook 

 
 Ms. Rojas has been at Romona for 6 years.  She went to school in Mexico. She loves to cook, bake and crochet 
in her spare time. Her favorite movie is Titanic. She is married to our custodian and bus driver, Nelio Patino. 
They have three children whom they love to spend time with. Ms. Rojas also likes to travel. 
 

Nelio Patino 
Head Custodian 

 
Mr. Patino has worked at Romona for 14 years.  He attended Evanston High School.  He enjoys playing music 
in a band.  His favorite book is To Kill a Mockingbird.  His wife Ana, is the cook.  Mr. Patino and his wife have 
3 children, ages 15, 12, and 2. 
 

Rodrigo Gomez 
Custodian 

 
Mr Gomez is beginning his 6th year in the district.  He attended school in Mexico.  When he is not working he 
enjoys spending time with his wife and two daughters ages 10 and 14.  He is an avid sportsman both playing 
and spectating.  
 

Jose Marquez 
Custodian 

 
Mr. Marquez has worked for Romona for 21 years.  He attended school in Mexico.  He loves to play soccer in 
his spare time.  His favorite movie is Power Ranger.    
 

 
 
 
 



Oscar Valencia 
Custodian 

 
My oldest child, Oscar Jr. will be graduating in December from SIU in Carbondale. My daughter Amy will start 
her fourth year at Colorado College. My youngest Nicholas will be a sophomore at Warren High School in 
Gurnee. 
 
In my spare time, I like working around the yard, spending time with my family, and watching sports on TV. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES 
 

Beverly Taylor 
Differentiation Support Teacher 

Mrs. Taylor has been teaching for more than 35 years. She received her B.S. in Child Development from 
Brigham Young University, her B.S. in Education from Weber State University and her Masters in Curriculum 
from Northeastern.  She also has the  Illinois certification in Gifted Education. Mrs Taylor maintains 
the  Midwest Gardening Certificate from the Botanic Gardens. She has taught grades pre-K to fourth grade. 
Previously at Romona she taught third grade. 

Mrs. Taylor enjoys gardening, camping, music and time with her sons and grandkids. She is originally from 
Utah but has lived in Illinois for thirty years. Mrs. Taylor completed a Welfare Service Mission on the Indian 
Reservations in South Dakota and also spent many summers as a camp director in the Rocky Mountains. She 
loves to teach and enjoys being able to work with the many students and teachers at Romona. 

 
Sandie Capsuto 
ELL Teacher 

 
Ms. Capsuto has been teaching for thirty-nine years.  This is her 15th year at Romona School.  Ms. Capsuto 
attended Northern Illinois University and received a B.S. in Education.  She also received a M.Ed. in Education 
from National-Louis University. Ms. Capsuto enjoys traveling, reading, taking her dog for walks and 
gardening.  She has a family of nine cats and one dog.  Her favorite book is The Physician by Noah Gordan. 
 
 

Kathy Brandeisky 
School Social Worker 

This is Mrs. Brandeiskyʼs eighth year at Romona and seventeenth year in District 39. She received her B.S.S.W. 

in Social Work from The Ohio State University and then her Master of Arts degree and School Social Work 
Certification from the University of Chicago. Check out her Romona Google site with a variety of social-
emotional and child development resources for parents, teachers, and staff members. Her site contains resources 
such as books for adults & children, website links, parenting articles, and social-emotional program 
information.   
  
Mrs. Brandeisky enjoys reading, gardening, traveling, and visiting with her young adult children, family, and 
friends. She loves inspirational quotes, music, movies, and books. One of her favorite books is Wonder by R.J. 
Palacio and she recommends it highly for older elementary students through adults. It would be a great 
parent/child or book club selection too.   

 
Jessica Cotton 

Learning Behavior Specialist (EC) 
 

This will be Jessica’s first year teaching in District 39 as a LBS teacher, and will be relocating from Northern 
California to join us.  She completed B.A at the University of California at Berkeley and earned a M.A in Early 
Childhood Special Education at San Francisco State University.  Jessica has spent the last four years teaching an 
autism specific preschool class in Walnut Creek, CA.  In addition to teaching, Jessica worked on a clinical trial 
at Stanford University that studied the effectiveness of Pivotal Response Training on young children with 
autism.  In her spare time, Jessica enjoys swimming at spending time outdoors either running or hiking 



(especially if at her family cabin in Lake Tahoe!).  

 
Jill Gershune 

EC Social Worker 

Ms. Gershune is excited to be returning for her fifth year as Social Worker for the Early Childhood team.  She 
has 17 years of experience in the field of School Social Work and continues to love it each day!  In her free 
time, she likes to spend time with her two children (ages 7 and 6).  She also enjoys swimming, traveling and 
reading.  She is looking forward to the start of the 2016 school year- She can't wait to see the kids! 

Kelly Harney 
Reading Specialist 

 
Ms. Harney has taught for 14 years with a wide range of ages from Pre-K to ninth grade. This is her tenth year 
at Romona. She earned a Bachelor's degree in Elementary Education with a minor in psychology at DePaul 
University. She completed her student teaching through the Global Student Teaching Program in Dublin, 
Ireland. She has her masters degree as a Literacy Specialist from Concordia University.   

Ms. Harney has loved teaching in the classroom the past 10 years at Romona. She was excited and surprised by 
the opportunity to take on a new challenge as Romona Reading Specilalist for the past three years. Ms. Harney 
enjoys kayaking, reading, traveling, trying new dinner spots, going to see plays and sporting events, volunteering at her 
church, hanging out with family, and playing with the class pet, Timmy :) Some of her favorite books are Unbroken, 
The Alchemist, Ellen Foster, A Long Walk to Water, and humorous books by authors such as David Sedaris and 
Mindy Kaling. CS Lewis is her all time favorite author. Some of her favorite movies are The Jerk, Up, Garden State, 
Blackhawk Down, and Bridesmaids. She’s not above a good mindless “girlie” movie and silly comedies. She believes 
the best part of teaching is the community coming together to achieve a common goal to foster students who are happy, 
healthy, and kind citizens and people. It takes a village. 

Kate Hood 
Reading Specialist 

 
Ms. Hood is excited to begin her 14th year as the reading specialist at Romona Elementary School. Spending 20 
years as a classroom teacher, teaching everything from 9th grade biology to 1st grade, she has found her 
absolute favorite role as a reading teacher.  Watching her students grow into exceptional readers is extremely 
rewarding. Ms. Hood has earned a B.S. in Elementary Education, a M.S. in Reading and Literacy Education, 
and a M.S. in Educational Administration.  Ms. Hood has also earned National Board Certification in Early and 
Middle Childhood Literacy: Reading and Language Arts.  
Ms. Hood enjoys reading, gardening, playing with her dog, and spending time with her wonderful 
grandchildren.  
 

Kelly (Carmody) Fochs 
Learning Behavior Specialist  

 
Ms. Carmody is beginning her 8th year of teaching.  This is her third year at Romona School.  She received her 
Bachelor’s degree in Special Education from Illinois State University in 2009, and completed her Master’s 
degree in Literacy Education from Northeastern Illinois University this past summer.  
 
Ms. Carmody’s hobbies include spending time with friends and family, gardening, starting home improvement 
projects, and hanging out with her dog, a half German Shepard, half Chocolate Lab mix.  

 



Kristen Olsen 
Learning Behavior Specialist 

 
Kristen graduated from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign this past May with a bachelor’s degree 
in Special Education. This will be her first year teaching, and she is thrilled to be working for D39, the district 
she grew up in. In her free time, Kristen enjoys running, traveling, and arguing about Big Ten sports with her 
siblings. 

Sara Frank 
Learning Behavior Specialist 

 
This is Mrs. Frank’s fourteenth year teaching in Wilmette.  She spent her first six years at Highcrest Middle 
School and is excited to return to Romona for her eighth year!  Mrs. Frank grew up in Northbrook and 
graduated from Glenbrook North High School.  She then received her Bachelors degree in Special Education 
from the University of Wisconsin - Madison.  Additionally, Mrs. Frank received a Masters degree in Gifted 
Education from Northeastern Illinois University, followed by a second Masters degree in Reading, also from 
Northeastern Illinois. 

When she is not teaching, Mrs. Frank enjoys spending time with her two sons, Ryan who is 2 1/2 years old and 
Evan who is 8 months old.  She also enjoys working out, reading, cooking, shopping, and traveling. 

Robyn Konecnik 
Learning Behavior Specialist 

This is Mrs. Konecnikʼs twelfth year teaching at Romona. She earned her B.S. in Communication Disorders and 
Sciences with a concentration in Learning Disabilities at Northwestern and her M.Ed. in Special Education at 
University of Illinois. 

 Mrs. Konecnik loves playing with her baby boy Cooper, who was born last November. She and her husband like to 
spend time outside grilling out, taking Cooper to the park, or taking their dog Barley on walks. Her favorite book is The 
Giver.  She loves all the classic Disney movies, especially The Little Mermaid and Cinderella. 

 
Kristen Parker 

Teacher - LBS, Inclusion Specialist 

This is Mrs. Parker's sixth year teaching at Romona. Before starting at Romona, she had been teaching 
Resource Room/Inclusion Language Arts and Math to 5th and 6th graders at Lakeview Intermediate in Stow, 
Ohio for 6 years. Prior to that, she taught 7th and 8th graders at a middle school and first taught at an integrated 
special education pre-school in the 4-5 year old classroom. Mrs. Parker has an undergraduate degree in Special 
Education from Kent State University in Kent, Ohio and a Master's degree from Concordia University in 
Inclusive Classrooms.    

Mrs. Parker lives in Northbrook and has a seven year old son who starting 2nd  grade and a six year old daughter 
who is starting 1st grade. Her husband is an artist and deals in antiques. She likes baking, cooking, the beach and 
exploring this great area. She looks forward to meeting a new group of students this fall and getting started! 

 
 
 
 



Rae Sunderman 
Learning Behavior Specialist 

 
This is Ms. Sunderman's seventh year teaching in Wilmette, and second year in the Connecting Kids Program. 
She started her teaching career as an elementary learning behavior specialist at McKenzie and 
Romona Elementary School! Ms. Sunderman grew up in Deerfield and graduated from the University of Illinois 
Urbana-Champaign with a Bachelors Degree in Special Education. She earned her Masters Degree in Early 
Childhood Special Education at Northeastern Illinois University and an English as a Second 
Language Endorsement from American College of Education. Outside of work, Ms. Sunderman enjoys 
swimming, hiking, traveling, and being with her family and friends!  

 
Monique (Kammo) Gostine 

Speech Language Pathologist (EC) 
 

Monique Kammo - After graduating from University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign with a bachelor’s degree 
in Speech and Hearing Science, Monique attended Northwestern University to pursue her master’s degree in 
Speech, Language, and Learning. This is Monique’s second year in District 39. In her free time, Monique 
enjoys working out, spending time with family and friends, and cooking. She is looking forward to another 
wonderful year at Romona School! 

Sarah Richards 
Speech Language Practitioner 

 
Sarah recently graduated from Northwestern University where she obtained her master’s degree in Speech, 
Language and Learning. Prior to attending Northwestern, Sarah graduated from the University of Illinois with a 
bachelor’s degree in Speech and Hearing Science. Sarah was actively involved in Best Buddies in high school, 
which sparked her interest in children’s communication differences. After shadowing a speech-language 
pathologist in a school, she knew that she wanted to be a speech language pathologist. Last year, Sarah went to 
Camp Shout Out, a therapeutic overnight camp for children who stutter. It was her favorite thing she did all 
year! In her free time, Sarah loves to play with her dogs, spend time with family and friends, and read. She is so 
excited to meet everyone this year!  

Therese Kinsley 
Speech Language Pathologist 

Mrs. Kinsley is excited about returning for her seventh year at Romona School! She lives in Glenview with her 
husband and her son, when he is home from college.  Mrs. Kinsley enjoys spending her free time with family 
and friends.  This summer she will read in her backyard and swim at the pool.  She also loves to dance! She is 
proud to be part of the Romona School community and is looking forward to a terrific school year! Please learn 
more about her and school speech therapy by visiting her website through the Romona School home page. 

 
Sarah Prouty 

School Psychologist 
 

Sarah Prouty, School Psychologist, splits her time between serving and supporting staff, students, and parents at 
Romona as well as within the district's five classrooms that provide instruction to students with comprehensive 
needs. Prior to this, Sarah worked as the building Psychologist at Highcrest Middle School for five years. 
Outside of school Sarah enjoys being outdoors, biking, gardening, and spending time with her family and dog, 
Bix. 



Lindsey Barnes 
Occupational Therapist 

This is Ms. Barnes' thirteenth year at Romona.  She has been an Occupational Therapist for twenty-nine 
years.  Ms. Barnes received her B.S. in Biology from the University of Illinois and her Occupational Therapy 
degree from the State University of New York at Buffalo. Ms. Barnes enjoys reading, knitting, walking with 
nature and travel. 

Kristin Spalo 
Physical Therapist 

 
 Mrs. Spalo has worked as a physical therapist for 15 years.  This is her twelfth year at Romona School.  Mrs. 
Spalo earned her under-graduate degree at the University of Illinois – Champaign/Urbana and earned her 
Masters in Physical Therapy at Midwestern University.  Mrs. Spalo enjoys spending her free time with her 
family. 

Michelle Mermelstein 
Occupational Therapist 

 
Michelle Mermelstein joined the Romona team last year and is thrilled to be part of this amazing school. She 
graduated from the University of Illinois with a Bachelor's Degree in Kinesiology, and from Boston University 
with a Master's of Occupational Therapy. Before joining District 39, she practiced in the Chicago area both with 
children in the schools and in several outpatient settings. She enjoys seeing her clients improve their functional 
skills and quality of life by focusing on their individual goals and strengths. In her free time, Michelle loves to 
cook, read, and travel to new places. 
 

Samantha Zauner 
Teacher of Visually Impaired 

 
Ms. Zauner has worked as the districts Specialist in Low Vision and Blindness for the past three years. Ms. 
Zauner earned her undergraduate degree at Illinois State University in Low Vision and Blindness and Learning 
and Behavior, she continued her education and earned her Masters in Elementary Education from St. Thomas 
University. Ms. Zauner enjoys spending time with family, friends and traveling. 

 
 

Julie Pease 
Early Childhood Education Coordinator 

This is Mrs. Peaseʼs thirty second year as a teacher and her 12th year at Romona School.  Mrs. Pease received 
her B.A. in Special Education from the University of South Florida, her M.Ed. in Early Childhood Special 
Education from Arizona State University, and a M.Ed. in Administration and Supervision from National Louis 
University.  Mrs. Pease enjoys gardening, cooking and being outside.  Her favorite book is The Time Traveler’s 
Wife and her favorite movies are Mi Familia and High Fidelity.  

 
 

Liz Gill 
Early Childhood Teacher 

 
Ms. Gill is thrilled to be returning to Romona School for her second year with District 39. This will be Liz’s 
thirteenth year as an early childhood learning behavior specialist.  In addition to her special education 
background, Liz also received her master’s degree in school leadership and is currently working towards an 
endorsement in English Language Learning.  Although native to Michigan, she has spent some time teaching on 



the east coast before settling in Chicago seven years ago.  In addition to her passion for learning and teaching, 
Liz also enjoys practicing yoga, being outdoors with her dog Ruby, and reading.  As a teacher, she believes in 
creating an environment and curriculum that promotes holistic development and high expectations for children 
across all developmental domains through intentional teaching and spontaneous learning opportunities. 

 
 

Justyna Wojnowska 
Early Childhood Teacher 

 
Ms. Justyna Wojnowska is beginning her 3rd year teaching at Romona in the Connecting Kids Early Childhood 
Program and her sixth year teaching overall. She previously taught in the North Aurora School District as a 
resource teacher for kindergarten through fifth grade. She received her B.S. in Special Education from Illinois 
State University and is working on her Master's Degree from Northern Illinois University, where she got her 
English as a Second language endorsement. In her free time she likes biking, crafting, and spending time with 
her family.  

 
Kristen Johnson 

Early Childhood Teacher 
 
Mrs. Kristin Johnson is beginning her eighth year teaching at Romona in the Connecting Kids Early Childhood 
Program and her tenth year teaching in District 39. She previously taught in the Student Learning Center at 
Central Elementary. She received her B.S. in Special Education at the University of Illinois Urbana- Champaign 
and her master's degree in Early Childhood Special Education from Northeastern Illinois University. She also 
has her ESL endorsement from Concordia University. In Mrs. Kristin's free time she enjoys playing with her 6-
year-old daughter, 4-year-old daughter, and 2-year-old son. She also enjoys reading, being outdoors, cooking, 
and playing/watching sports. 


